unity between Hindus and Muslims, coupled with so-
cial and cultural contacts crea'ted during the preced-
ing four centuries, had led to an adjustment. For
several centuries there had been no line of hostility
drawn between Hindu powers on one side and Mus-
lim powers on the other in the country. In spite of
social and religious differences Hindus and Muslims
never dreamt that they were two nations, or that
India was not their common Motherland.

In 1857, Hindus and Muslims combined in the
name of the Moghul emperor to drive out the British
from the common Motherland. What is called, from
a British point of view, the Indian Mutiny has been
described not quite inaccurately as the War of Indian
Independence. It was "a war fought over so vast a
territory and by an alliance which included more
diverse forces than had ever united in India against
any conqueror from outside.15* Jn order to crush this
resurgent India, Britain had "to turn different sec-
tions of the Indian people against one another by en-
couraging group and provincial enmities."! The.an-
cient hostility of the Sikhs against the Muslims was
exploited to destroy the Muslim army.

India lost its independence. Britain, with com-
plete throughness, wiped out the old India. The
national focus which the Moghul tradition had creat-
ed was destroyed. The homogeneity of the Indian
Army was disrupted. By discriminatory recruitment
a new army based on communal, tribal, caste and pro-
vincial distinctions was brought into existence. Hos-
tile groups were counterpoised against each other in
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